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The article deals with the use of the ethnic factor by the political elite of Tatarstan in the conditions of the 

centrifugal (1990th) and centripetal (after 2000) periods of post-Soviet development of Russian statehood and 
the formation of new federal relations. The paper analyzes the factors that stimulated the content filling of the 
regional identity policy in the early 1990s. These include two forms of social inequality (economic and ethnocul-
tural), formed as a result of the Soviet ranking of administrative territories and republics. Along with this, the 
foundations of social support for the population of the republic of the political strategy of the power elite are 
shown. The use of the constructivist paradigm in the study of ethnopolitical processes allows one to see the 
effects of the discursive nature of nationalism, and also to trace the plasticity of the ethnic factor as an instru-
ment of identity politics in the hands of the regional elite. Two circumstances related to the achievement of a 
balance of interests between the elites of Tatarstan and the federal center, as well as the policy of centralization 
pursued by Moscow after 2000, have influenced its modulation. 

Keywords: identity policy, regionalization, ethnic factor, federalism, political elite, "symbolic" elite, federal 
center 
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